EXPLANATION ON THE ERRONEOUS PRAYER TIMES OF THE YEAR 1983 AND LATER (1)

«Ey Muhammed! Sen, sevdigini
dogru yola erigtiremezsin, ama
Allah, diledigini dogru yola erig-
tirir. Dogru yola girecekleri en
iyi O bilir.» (Sare ; 28/56)

«Goklerin ve yerin yaratiliginda.
ygece ile gundUzon birbiri ardin-
ca gelmesinde akil sahiblerine
siiphesiz deliller vardir.«
(Sure :

3/190)

ali : 18 Kanun-u Evvel 1398
SEHIRLER Ime. Gines Ojle Ikindi Aksam Vats: Kibla S
Amasya 607 753 1249 1607 1726 1901 1154
Ankara 618 803 1301 1521 31739 1914 1132
Cankiri 616 802 1258 1516 1734 1910 1141
Corum 611 757 1253 1511 1729 1905 1148
15" Revvel 1403 Giresun §57 744 1230 1156 17 14 1850 1213
ARAL'K Gumushane 553 739 1235 1453 1711 1847 1222
istanbul 635 822 1317 15314 1725 1028 1112
izmir 639 B22 1324 15499 1806 1939 1046
Kostomonu 617 805 1258 1513 1731 1900 1145
Rize 549 736 1231 1448 1706 1842 1228
Samsun 607 755 1248 1503 1721 1859 1200 ‘
Sinop 612 801 1253 1506 1725 1903 1154 ||
Ordu 559 746 1241 1458 1716 1852 1210 ||
Tokat 605 751 1247 1505 1723 1859 1200
% Trabzon 552 739 1234 1451 1709 1845 1222 l
)\ ARNRIRN RN Zonguldak 625 813 1306 1521 1739 1917 1132 |
618 803 1301 1521 1739 1914 11 32

Ankara 638 803 1256 1519 1740 1905 1133
R
,‘S\\\s Ly msanoqullan! Her mescide arz ibadetierden sonra, Allah
S\Q\ Hbiselerinizi giyinerek gi- yaninda amellerin en sevgllisi
9§\\; vivin i¢in takat israf etme- (nzasina muvahik olam), muslu
§  Y/N. CUNKU Allah musritleri sev- manin kalbine seving koymak-
mez Sdre : 7/31 nur.y Hadis
Kasim : 55 Gun : 1 Kalan : 364 Yilbagi (Resmi Tatil) Rumi Mali : 19 Kanunuevvel 1398
\Q\\\\\\&\\\\ i) é/// SEHIRLER Ims. Gines Ogle lkindi Aksam Yals, Kble S
A o /1 Amasya 622 753 1253 1506 1727 1853 1156
3 /2 Cankuri 631 802 1253 1515 1736 1902 11 41
Corum 625 757 1248 1510 1730 1856 1150
16 R.evvel 1403 : Giresun 612 744 1234 1455 1716 1842 1214
|| Gumiishane 607 738 1230 1452 1713 1838 1221
OCAK |l Kastamonu 631 B04 1253 1512 1733 1900 1144
Rize 604 736 1226 1446 1707 1833 1228
5 Samsun 621 753 1243 1502 1723 1850 1200
1983 x| Sinop 627 800 1247 1505 1725 1853 1154
Ordu 614 746 1236 1457 1717 1844 1210
CUMARTES Tokat 619 749 1242 1504 1725 1850 1200
Trabzon 607 739 1229 1450 1710 1837 1223
Zonguldak 639 812 1301 1520 1740 1907 1132
Ankara 638 803 1256 1519 1740 1905 1133
Izmir 653 821 1319 1547 1808 1931 1045
Istanbul 650 822 1312 1532 1753 1919 1113

As seen above, the prayer times have been changed by the Presidency of Religious Affairs (of
Turkey) starting January 1, 1983. Despite the fact that no changes took place in the Globe and the
Sun, and their motions, the times were changed over a day; for Ankara the imsak time was put back
to 20 minutes later and the ‘isha time was brought forward to 9 minutes earlier. There is no scientific
explanation for this. It is not related to (removal of) exaggerated temkin either. It is a must to use the
temkin period due to its being a scientific and astronomical requisite._lt is wrong not to use it.

The Sun’s altitude angle below horizon for the imsak times published in the calendars, which was
(-19) degrees, has been taken as (-18) degrees, starting with the year 1983. This has no sherT,
scientific or astronomical basis. Thus, starting with the year 1983, the unity and the unanimity of the
Muslim World was quitted, by abandoning the correct times published in all calendars. It is because
(-18) degrees is the altitude corresponding to the “Astronomical twilight” the Europeans define at
which the whiteness spreads along the horizon, and not the whiteness appearing as a point at the
eastern horizon, as the Islamic ‘ulama and the Islamic astronomy experts unanimously stated. By
taking the Sun’s altitude for the imsak time below horizon as (-18) degrees and also removing
the temkin period which was being used by all Islamic astronomy ‘ulam&’ for finding the correct
imsak and ‘isha times; “as a result of these two changes”, differences reaching 15-20 minutes for
the imsak times (of places between the latitudes of 36-42 degrees like Turkiye), and differences
reaching 10 minutes for the ‘isha times emerged. That is, in Turkiye, sawm (fasting) is being started
approximately 15-20 minutes later than the true imsak time, eating and drinking being continued, the



sawms (fasts) kept are being fasid (invalid). Therefore, because such sawms kept according to the
erroneous imsak times are fasid, they are to be made gadha of (made up for). And, also the ‘isha
salat also has to be made qadha of, because the fard is being started by ten minutes earlier than the
due time.

The temkin period is not a haphazard period. It is a period composed of 4 individual components,
each calculated by separate formula or taken from tables prepared by calculation, obtained by
superposition of the components, and correct prayer times written in the calendars are found by
subtracting it from the times before noon and adding to those in the afternoon. he temkin period is the
time piece that brings the times calculated by astronomical formulae to the sher’i times which are
the correct times, at which the signs as stated by the Islamic ‘ulam@’ in the celestial sphere
specific to the prayer times appear. “TemkinTable” Linkis as follows:

http://www.turktakvim.com/index.php?link=html/en/Table of Tamkins.html

Removing the temkin period means abolishing the correct salat (prayer) times. There are not
separate temkins for every salat. The temkin period is not a reserve time. It is noted in (Diirr-i yekta)
that the sawm of a person who postpones the time of imsak by 3-4 minutes, and, the sawm and the
maghrib salat (early evening prayer) of a person who brings forward the time of ghurlp by 3-4
minutes, considering the temkin period to be a reserve time, will be fasid (invalid).

“Click here for detailed information on the “Temkin Period”.

PROTOCOL OF AGREEMENT ON THE CORRECT TIMES SIGNED BETWEEN THE DIYANET
(RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS’) AND THE CALENDARS’ REPRESENTATIVES:

It has been approved that the salat times of the year 1982 and before are correct as stated
in the “Protocol” written and undersigned by the committee composed of the expert in
charge Arif COkli together with the Astronomer of the Presidency of Religious Affairs (of
Turkey), the Director of the Time Calculation Department and the representatives of the civil
calendar publishers, following the mutual agreement that it is correct to take 19 degrees
as basis for imsak time calculations and to use 10-minute temkin period in Tlirkiye,
taking into consideration also the results obtained by the expert in charge Arif Cokla, of the
Presidency of Religious Affairs (of Turkiye), in the meeting of the related officials and the
calendar publishers, held at the Presidency of Religious Affairs (of Turkiye) on 26.05.1992.

EXPLANATION ON THE SALAT TIMES OF 1982 AND EARLIER YEARS, WHICH ARE
CORRECT (2)

The sawm (fast) and salat (prayer) times published in Turkiye Calendar and the web are taken
from the calendar ‘limiyyeh Sal Namesi of the year 1916 prepared by the Meshihat-e-Islamiyyeh,
the highest office of the Othmani ‘ulam&’, and the book Tiirkiyeye Mahsis Evkat-1 Ser’iyye of 1958
number 14, by the Istanbul University Kandilli Observatory.

About the same (salat and imsak) times, iit is noted on the first and last pages of the pocket
calendar of the year 1926 Takvim-i Ziya cep takviminin ilk ve son sahifelerinde: “This calendar
was printed by the decree of the illustrious presidency, after being examined by the Board of
Advisors of the Presidency of the Religious Affairs.”

In the religious affairs, the salat times approved by the Islamic ‘ulam&’ and the astronomy experts
should not be changed. rElmahli Hamdi Yazir has given extensive information on this topic in the
Periodical (Sebil-ur-resad) volume 22. In Tarkiye, until 1982, nobody changed the temkin time and
the Sun’s altitude angle, all ‘ulam&’, awliya, sheykh-ul-islams, muftis, all Muslims had performed their
salats at these sher’i times, and had started their sawms at these sher’i times. In our calendar, the
temkin period and the Sun’s altitude below horizon are not changed at all, the salat and fasting times
are given correctly.


http://www.turktakvim.com/index.php?link=html/en/Table_of_Tamkins.html
http://www.turktakvim.com/index.php?link=html/en/Period_of_Tamkin.html

Imséak time: In all of the four madhahib, it starts at the end of the sher’l night when the whiteness
called fajr-e sadiq appears at a point on the line of horizon, that is, when the Sun approaches up to -
19 degrees to the line of horizon. The sawm (fasting) also starts at this time.

In 1982 and the the preceding years, the Islamic ‘ulama have been in unanimity, that is, they
have agreed upon the Sun’s being (-19) degrees below the horizon at the imsak time. In fact,
this unanimity has been publicized both in the “Miscellaneous Memoranda” from their time of
establishment up to the year 1982, and in their present web page. For example, this unanimity was
openly referred to in an answer to a newspaper columnist in 1958, in answer to a reader’s question on
13.08.2010, in the “Press Conference” on 17.07.2013. And, in the imsak time calculation, the (-19)
degrees have been applied since 1400 years. This unanimity has has been also corroborated and
restated by the T. R. Bogazici University, Kandilli Observatory in their memorandum dated 08.07.1992
number 1354. In 1983 and the following years, (-18) has been used in imsadk and ‘isha time
calculations, and imsak and ‘isha times without temkin have been given. Ogle ve ikindi vakitlerinde
de, zaruri olan temkin muddeti azaltiimigtirThe temkin periods in the zuhr (early afternoon salat) and
‘asr (late afternoon salat) have been reduced. The times of this kind are all erroneous. In the book
published by the Ministry of education in 1898, titled, Mukhtasar ilm-i Hey’et it is noted, “Imsak time
is found by subtracting temkin, when the Sun approaches -19 degrees below horizon.”

In all times, a temkin of 10 minutes is used. Diyanet isleri Baskanligrnin 13.08.2010°da bir
okuyucusunun sualine verdigi cevap yazisindaln the written answer to a reader by the Presidency of
Religious Affairs, it is noted; “Since the time of the Khalifa Me’min [198 (m. 813)], the ‘isha and
imsak times have been determined according to these (-17 for ‘isha, -19 for imsak) values.”

However, in the 17.07.2013 press conference, the link of which is given below, it is noted; “The
committee formed in 1949 upon the direction of the President of Religious Affairs, Ahmet
Hamdi Akseki, headed by the founder of the Kandilli Observatory Prof. Fatin Gokmen, with the
members Kamil Miras, the Miifti of Istanbul Omer Nasiihi Bilmen, the Miifti of Eyyiib ismail
Habib Erzen and the Miwaqqit Yusuf Ziya Gokge, also took the -19 degrees as basis for
determining the imsak.”

(http://diyanet.qov.tr/tr/icerik/basin-aciklamasi/8204?getEnglish=8204)

(https://www.divanet.qov.tr/tr/icerik/imsak-vakitlerinin-belirlenmesi-usulu-ile-ilgili-
aciklama/6275?getEnglish=)

References only to some of the innumerable recognized and valuable sources authored by Islamic
astronomy experts are given below.

ibni Yunus (deceased, hijri 399 [miladi 1009]), ibni Shatir (deceased, hijri 777 [miladi 1375]) in
(En-nef’ul’am), his contemporary El- Khalili’s tables, Kedsi in the book (Rub’-1 Daira), (Mekteb-i
bahriye-i shahaneh), science of astronomy teacher captain Mustafa Hilmi efendi, in his book (Heyet-
i felekiyyeh) published in 1306 [m.1888] , Hadrat Erzurumlu ibrahim Hakki in his books Evqat-i
Sher’iyye Cedvelleri and (Mi'yar-iil-evgat), Ahmed Ziya Bey (deceased hijri 1355) in his book
(Rub-1 dairenin sdret-i isti’'mali) contain valuable and correct information on the Sun’s altitude
angles at imsak and ‘isha, and also on temkin. The conclusion drawn from all these sources is
that: The imsak times calculated without temkin and taking the Sun’s altitude angle (-18)
degrees is erroneous.

Everybody accepts that the times in the calendars before the year 1983 were not erroneous. And
there is no dispute on this issue. As a matter of fact, in the memorandum of 30 March 1988 no.
234-497 by the Presidency of Religious Affairs, to all mifti offices, it has been stated, (There is only
a difference of temkin between the calendar prior to 1983 and the new practice. Therefore, the
practice prior to 1983 is not wrong). Furthermore, referring to the Supreme Board of Religious
Affairs’ Decision dated 21.1.1982 number 142, the memorandum by Presidency of Religious Affairs
discloses the reality by stating; (The Islamic scientists, starting with the early eras of Islam, have
determined the Sun’s altitude angles and the system of calculations with such utmost
perfection, the same criteria are being used even today in the calculation of Salat Times.).
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However, when it comes to calculations of the salat times, those calculation principles, methods and
rules are not being applied.

The Islamic ‘ulama, since centuries, have comprehended that the Sun’s altitude below horizon is -
-19 degrees, and have stated that other values are not correct. And so is the fatwa. Those who are
not mujtehids do not have the right to change this fatwa. The worships not complying with the fawa
are not sahih (valid).

Therefore, because the correct times were abolished using the principle of facilitation since the
year 1983, and the salats (prayers) and sawms (fasts) performed obeying those times are fasid, they
are to be made gada of (made up for). Our extensive explanations of the correct Salat Times is under
the header Important Links on the www.turktakvim.com website.

TURKIYE CALENDAR
TIME CALCULATION COMMITTEE

Our e-mail address: info@namazvakti.com
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